
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Missoula-based non-profit published in prestigious magazine
Ecology Project International featured in Condé Nast World Traveler

September  4,  2009 MISSOULA  – Ecology  Project  International  (EPI)  won an 
international  contest  for  submitting  one  of  the  most  innovative  ideas  to 
encourage  travel  among  citizens  all  over  the  world.  Through  Ashoka 
Changemakers and Condé Nast, the World Traveler Challenge was created in 
order to find ways to “open the joys and benefits of travel […] to those who 
have been discouraged  or restricted  from exploring  and connecting  to the 
world.”

Ecology Project International (EPI) is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
developing  place-based,  ecological  education  partnerships  between  local 
experts  and  high  school  students  to  address  critical  conservation  issues. 
Launched in 2000, EPI’s vision is to create an ecologically literate society in 
which  the  world’s  youth  are  empowered  to  take  an  active  role  in 
conservation. Since its inception, over 5,000 people have participated in field 
programs in four ecologically vital locations – the Caribbean Coast of Costa 
Rica,  the  Galapagos  Islands,  the  Sea of  Cortez  in  Mexico,  and the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE).

While living in Costa Rica during the 1990s, EPI co-founders Scott Pankratz 
and Julie Osborn recognized that despite the ample presence of international 
research  teams  and  prolific  scientific  studies,  many  critical  habitats  and 
species continued to decline. Sea turtle eggs were sold at local markets and 
piles of trash washed up on the beach during rainstorms. Almost all of the 
researchers they interacted with were foreigners,  and very few spoke any 
Spanish.  

The gulf between local people and the scientific community was expansive. 
Scott had recently finished a graduate program in experiential education at 
the Teton Science School in Wyoming, and Julie had completed her graduate 
work  in  biology  at  Stanford  University.  Julie  and  Scott  combined  their 
pedagogical and scientific expertise in 1998 and began formulating a plan to 
partner local students and communities with scientists working on critical 
conservation issues.

Today, two-thirds of all EPI’s participants are local, learning of the ecology 
of their backyard. The remaining one-third  arrives from around the world to 



meet  and  collaborate  with  their  international  peers.  These  students 
collaborate  with professional  scientists  on  real-world  conservation 
projects,  and through this  process,  come to understand ecological  systems 
and  processes.  EPI  programs  compliment  classroom-based  theory  and 
curriculum to enhance scientific learning and literacy. 

EPI’s  unique  approach  to  environmental  education  enhances  conservation 
through the creation of a scientifically literate public with direct experience 
in nature, and a populace that is better equipped to make informed decisions 
about  natural  resources  important  to  their  community’s  economic  and 
environmental health.  

The majority of EPI’s students come from financially destitute families, with 
little  chance  to  travel  internationally,  or  even  explore  beyond  their 
communities. EPI’s  programs  create  global  citizens  by fostering  cooperation 
between  international,  national,  and  regional  students  through  research 
partnerships and cultural exchange.  In August, a group of students and two 
teachers from Costa Rica participated in EPI’s Yellowstone Ecology Program, 
interacting with Missoula high school students, while exploring the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem and learning about the great predators of the area, 
down to native plants and trees.

Despite the downturn in the economy,  EPI’s programs continue to be in high 
demand.  To  make  room  for  their  growing  organization  and  develop  into  a 
resource  for  the  vibrant  conservation  education  network  that  exists  in 
Missoula, EPI recently purchased and moved into the historic Swift building, 
two blocks east of the Missoulian. In celebration of this momentous step, EPI 
will  be  hosting  a  community  “fiesta”  on  Saturday,  October  17th.  For  more 
information about EPI’s work in Missoula and abroad, call (406) 721-8784 or 
email EPI at  info@ecologyproject.org. More information can be found online 
at http://www.ecologyproject.org.

EPI  will  be  featured  in  the  Reader’s  Choice  issue  of  Condé  Nast  World 
Traveler in November. EPI’s winning entry, “Save World Biodiversity through 
Travel,”  is  available  online  at  http://www.changemakers.com/en-
us/condenasttraveler/connect.
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Kelsey Stamm, Grants and Outreach Coordinator
Mailing: P.O. Box 9192

Missoula, MT 59807
Address: 315 South 4th St. East
Phone: (406) 721-8784
Fax: (406) 721-7060
Office hours: 9 AM – 5 PM
 Email: Kelsey Stamm at kelsey@ecologyproject.org or 
info@ecologyproject.org
Website: http://www.ecologyproject.org
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