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PARTNERING STUDENTS AND SCIENTISTS WORLDWIDE

Galapagos Partners

In February of 2003, EPI students will partner with
scientists at the Galapagos Islands.

This type of partnership is a first for the Charles
Darwin Research Station and for Galapagos National
Park. Due to the national park’s highly restricted
research protocols, groups of high school students
have never before worked alongside researchers in
the islands. Tania Villegas Segovia of the Galapagos
National park wrote in August,

“We are very interested in collaborating with

Ecology Project International... this is a great
way [for students] to learn about, appreciate,

and conserve the place where they live.”

EPI will be collaborating with Chilean scientist
Patricia Zarate from the Charles Darwin Research
Station to monitor Green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas)
on the islands of Baltra and Santa Cruz. After meeting
with Patricia and spending a night and at Research
Station, students will camp behind the nesting
beaches for 5 nights and 6 days. During this time,
they will work with biologists to collect data on all the
turtles that come ashore to lay their eggs.

Made famous by the English biologist Charles
Darwin, the Galapagos are world renown for their
unique biological diversity. The islands’ human
population has grown dramatically to 18,000
people—double what it was ten years ago. EPI will
work with students from several Galapagos high
schools. Check our website for more information on
the islands.

This project is a big step for Ecology Project -
International. You can belp. Please review page
eight of this newsletter and consider a donation.
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Isla Bartolomé, one of 19 islands in Galapagos National Park.

2003 Sea Turtle Ecology Program
Dates and Participating Schools
Galapagos
February: Colegio Nacional Galapagos, Bishop O'Dowd
Costa Rica
March: Polson High, Univ of CA at Santa Barbara
April: Berkeley High, Beacon, Tri-City Christian
May: Various Costa Rican Schools
June: Grand County High, Bishop O’'Dowd

F.O. BOX 295, MOAB, UT 84532 .
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

within ten minutes of our first meeting with the Charles Darwin
Foundation in Quito, Ecuador, we were told that they have a policy
not to accept minors as volunteer researchers on the Galapagos
Islands. About 90% of our students are minors; this was a tough
start for us.

Success and accomplishment overflow the pages of this newsletter.
Our students worked with more than 240 sea turtles in Costa Rica,
began a habitat restoration and reforestation project, participated in
EPI's Costa Rica student sea turtle symposium, and will unite in
three states to share art, data and stories from the season.

But it hasn’t happened without a few bumps along the way. Our
resiliency and the products that we share with you in this newsletter
are the direct result of the compassion and enthusiasm of a lot of
individuals. Many of their names are on page 7, and many others
are not.

Resiliency and passion emanated from EPI adult trip participant
Marsha Todd, who returned to the United States and wrote to EP],

“I am very grateful and feel very blessed to have
been able to witness your grand efforts.”

This was after she got caught in torrential rains at our project site in-
Costa Rica and missed her first flight home. Her spirit exemplifies
what we do and why we do it. There are always reasons why things
shouldn’t work out. We focus on why they will work out.

When we flew to Ecuador, we knew that EPI students could add
value to the research and conservation work at the Galapagos; three
years of solid student work in Costa Rica demonstrated this. We
listened to their concerns, and they considered our accomplishments
and our vision. We now have support from the Charles Darwin
Research Station, the Galapagos National Park, and the Galapagos
High School for a 2003 pilot program.

You can join us too! Please consider coming to our project site in
Costa Rica (see page 5), or making a contribution to our work in the
Galapagos (see page 8). Together we can make a difference.

Wirm regards,
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Scott Pankratz
Executive Director
scott@ecologyproject.org

Staff

Scott Pankratz, Executive Director

Julie Osborn, Research Director

Laura Allen, Costa Rican Program
Coordinator

Roxana Gonzalez, Costa Rican
Administrative Coordinator
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_ TURTLES AND TREES

EPl Students Make a Difference
From Julie Osborn, Research Director
julie@ecologyproject.org

Nesting Sea Turtles
In 2002, EPI students covered

the beach at Pacuare from March
25 = June 3. In total, they
worked with 246 turtles and over
13,000 eggs. Perhaps six or
seven adult turtles will survive
from this hopeful beginning and
return to the same beach in 15
years to deposit nests of their
own.

This year marks the third
consecutive season in which over
200 nesting females have come
ashore at Pacuare Reserve. The
beach continues to host one of
the world’s most important
nesting populations of
Leatherbacks. EPI participants
and supporters are an important
part of the conservation effort to
protect them.

Leatherback Eggs Protected by EPI Students
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Tropical Reforestation
EPI participants planted over 100

native trees in March and April, 2002.
This was the beginning of an
ccological restoration project at Selva
Bananito, Costa Rica. The trees will
reduce erosion while providing food
and shelter for forest animals.
Moreover, the trees were planted along
a corridor that will connect two large
stands of primary rainforest.

Students gathered seeds and
organic material from the forest and
cleared unwanted brush that could
shade and choke the young seedlings.
Each student had the opportunity to
plant an individual tree or seed in
freshly mulched soil - a mixture of
natural organic matter and sand that
enriched the barren soil found in the
former pasture.

Species planted include native
almond, cedar, oak, mangosteen,
pilon, and manu, among many others.
Each species was selected and planted
in a mixed stand designed to
encourage a diversity of habitats and
ensure a healthy forest ecosystem.

es monitored by EPI participants:

US Student Groups , I
School Name ~ #Turtles Patrol Nights CR Student Groups .
Bishop O'Dowd 14 Mar 25-28 School Name #Turlles Patrol Nights
Common Ground 1 22 Apr 1-5 Centro Educativo del Caribe 17 Apr 12-13
Common Ground 2 21 Apr 7-11 Liceo Académico de Matina 1 13 Apr 19-20
Common Ground 3 23 Apr 14-18 Centro Educativo Maria Inmaculada 24 Apr 26-27
Beacon/Hellgate 17 Apr 21-25 Liceo Académico de Matina Alumni 14 May 3-8
Polson/Moab 29 Apr 28-May 1 | Univ. de Costa Rica/Franco School 10 May 17-18
Colegio Téchnico de Bataan 14 May 21-22
TOTAL 126 Lincoln School 1 14 May 23-25
Lincoln 2/CE Ma. Inmaculada 3 May 26-28
Colegio Bilingiie del Monte 9 May 29-31
Liceo Académico de Matina 2 2 Jun 2-3
TOTAL 120

EPl empowers students to learn about, and help solve, critical conservation issues.
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STUDENT SYMPOSIUM

Costa Rican Students Share
Research and Excitement
From Laura Allen, Costa Rica
Program Coordinator
laura@ecologyproject.org

Ecology Project International
held its first ever Student Sea
Turtle Symposium in Limén,
Costa Rica on June 1, 2002.
The event brought together
nearly seventy Costa Rican
students and sea turtle
researchers from around the
country.

Students from Colegio
Bilingiie del Monte presented
their sea turtle research
projects to the crowd. In
addition, Costa Rican sea turtle
Biologist Randall Arauz spoke
about local conservation
issues. It was encouraging and
exciting for the Costa Rican
students to meet

EP''s first annual Student Sea Turtle Symposium united Costa Rican participants.

someone from their own
country working as a
successful sea turtle biologist.

Three alumni students
shared their intriguing
personal stories about how
their participation in EPI's Sea
Turtle Ecology Program
affected them and how it had
changed their lives.

The symposium provided
a place for Costa Rican
students to reflect together
on the issues facing their
country. By facilitating
uniting events, EPI aims to
create bonds between Costa
Rican and international
students thar strengthen
global conservation efforts.
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EPI Student Art Shows in Callforma, Montana, and Utah!

Art is a beautiful way for students to learn from nature
through observation. Artwork created by our 2002 Costa
Rican and U.S. students will be on display in three states
during the month of September:

» Thursday, September 12 at 7:30 PM at the Moab Arts
and Recreation Center in Moab, Utah
» Friday, September 20 from 6-9 PM at. UC Berkeley's
International House in Berkeley, California
- » -Thursday, September 26 from 7-9 PM at the City
Library in Polson, Montana

2 ;ﬁ We invite you to come enjoy the students’ artwork with us.
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c JOIN US IN COSTA RICA!

“It is inevitable that that your heart will race
when you see your first Leatherback.”
—Tammy Harkins, teacher

Berkeley High School

Adults and Families

If you're interested in joining our Sea Turtle
Ecology Program but are no longer in high
school, we encourage you to join us on a
family trip. EPI offers a 9-day adventure
with sea turtles, rainforests, and river
rafting. This trip parallels our student
program, with a bit of added luxury and
seclusion. It's a great mix of hands-on
learning, adventure, and downtime to enjoy the
exceptional places you'll visit.

\ You'll spend four days at our Caribbean
(/ coast research site working with Leatherback
sea turtles alongside our student participants.
Then, enjoy three days at a primary rainforest
reserve before ratting the Pacuare River.

Soak in the highlights of this beautiful
tropical country while contributing to
hands-on conservation projects. Trips start
and end in the capital city of San Jose.

Proceeds from your travel support our Costa
Rican school programs. :
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EPI students from Matina, Costa Rica, at Facuare Reserve.

Call 435-259-3420

to reserve a spot.

TURTLE HAIKU

Ocean waves pounding
The sea, the giver of life
Turtle teaches peace

BIRD HAIKU

Rich diverse colors

: ) Jungle birds inspire the soul
| (, ‘ Cities are so0 gray

Guided by local scientists, EPl introduces students to authentic scientific study,

raises cultural and ecological awareness, and promotes international cooperation.
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