
B A J A
T E A C H E R
WORKSHOP

La Paz &  
Gulf of California

Professional Development & Field Science 
Using the NGSS*

On Ecology Project International’s 4-day Baja Teacher 
Workshops, you’ll travel to one of the great sanctuaries 
for marine life, the Gulf of California. The world’s 
aquarium, as Cousteau once called it, is the perfect 
locale to observe the wonders of the sea and deepen 
your knowledge of field science and the NGSS. 
 
From EPI’s sustainably-designed campus in La Paz, 
Mexico, we’ll head into the pristine waters of the Gulf 
of California alongside local conservation scientists, 
EPI’s field instructors, and your cohort of passionate 
educators.  Each research study and conservation project 
will become a lens through which we can explore the 
NGSS framework, three-dimensional learning, and the 
development of inquiry-based, thematic storylines.

Workshop Sample Itinerary
  
Day 1: Arrive in San Jose del Cabo airport and                 
            meet your EPI guides and instructors         
            before shuttling to EPI’s campus in La Paz. 

Day 2: Field research and activities with EPI               
            partners, discussion of educational frameworks. 

Day 3: Field excursions with student activity modeling,  
            professional development, and exploration. 

Day 4: Final group reflections and discussion, depart.

*NGSS is a registered trademark of Achieve. Neither Achieve nor the 
lead states and partners that developed the NGSS were involved in the 

production of this product and do not endorse it .
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THE STARK LANDSCAPE of the Gulf of California stands in 
contrast to the teeming life just below the water’s surface. 
From the largest fish on the planet to smallest plastic 
debris, we’ll explore what these waters can show us about 
our world, our impact, and the role of science education. 
 
Join EPI’s instructors and research partner, Tiburon Ballena Mexico, 
for a visit to a protected bay where migratory whale sharks spend 
much of the winter. After studying the conservation efforts to 
protect these gentle giants, we’ll drop into the Gulf of California for 
the opportunity to snorkel alongside these massive filter-feeders. 
 
Shifting focus from the very large to the microscopic, we’ll conduct 
a survey on microplastics to see the effects that humans are having 
on the ocean—and on these whale sharks.  By connecting dots 
between the natural history of whale sharks, the patterns of ocean 
currents, and the role of human plastic use, we’ll dive head-first 
into the NGSS framework and use these real-world phenomena to 
develop a curriculum that will captivate your students and kindle 
their passion for science. 

Reef Restoration workshop 
     Dates:        6/4 – 6/7 
     Location:  La Paz, Mexico 
     Tuition:     $780 (airfare not included)
     Enroll:       www.ecologyproject.org/workshop

CORAL REEFS are the most biologically diverse of all marine 
ecosystems, but they’re under threat from a variety of causes: 
ocean acidification, invasive species, boat damage, and commercial 
fishing practices. This workshop holds a unique opportunity to 
assist with international conservation efforts in a critical marine 
ecosystem alongside researchers from our partners at Perlas 
del Cortez. After arriving to EPI’s campus in La Paz to meet 
your instructors and cohort of teachers, you’ll snorkel in the 
turquoise waters of the Gulf of California to observe and help 
the on-going effort to re-establish a wide variety of coral reef species.  
 
This degraded ecosystem and critical conservation project will 
serve as the anchoring phenomena for our exploration of the NGSS. 
Alongside your instructors and fellow educators, you’ll model 
student activities and explore the ecological and pedagogical 
lessons that can be drawn from hands-on reef restoration. You’ll 
go back to the classroom with lessons and methods that will make 
science come alive for your students.

Whale Shark & Ocean Plastics workshop 
     Dates:         1/2 – 1/5 
     Location:   La Paz, Mexico 
     Tuition:      $780 (airfare not included)
     Enroll:        www.ecologyproject.org/workshop
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