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 HIGHLIGHTS

research at the top of the continental divide:
Colorado is home to vast prairies, wild rivers, and some of 
the tallest peaks in the country. The Front Range, where 
major urban centers and mountains meet, provides the ideal 
setting to study anthropogenic impacts on the environment. 
You’ll begin your adventure in Denver before traveling to the 
University of Colorado’s Mountain Research Station. At an 
elevation of 9,500 ft., the Research Station neighbors rugged 
Rocky Mountain National Park. This region provides habitat 
for more than 60 species of mammals who thrive in an alpine 
tundra ecosystem.

Your Field Work:
Discover firsthand what life is like “on top of the world” 
alongside EPI instructors, the Colorado Pika Project, and 
researchers from the University of Colorado. Collect 
data to help scientists understand how ungulates impact 
aspens in areas where wolves are present. Monitor pika 
populations, investigate fire ecology, and discover why 
the Mountain Research Station is at the forefront of 
climate science. By the end of the course, you’ll have a 
better understanding of your own role in the ecosystem.

alpine explorers:
Alpine environments provide habitat for species that are 
increasingly threatened by human impacts and climate 
change. You’ll investigate this dynamic while contributing to 
research projects in an effort to understand and protect this 
landscape. Along the way, you’ll witness sweeping mountain 
vistas and alpine meadows, and with any luck, observe some 
of the wildlife you’ll be studying. We’ll celebrate the end of the 
course by rafting one of Colorado’s wild rivers.

 
EXPLORE THE ECOLOGY OF ALPINE 
ENVIRONMENTS

LEARN ABOUT KEYSTONE SPECIES & 
PREDATOR-PREY RELATIONSHIPS

DIVE INTO CLIMATE SCIENCE

https://www.facebook.com/EcologyProject/
https://www.instagram.com/ecologyproject/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ecologyproject?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/c/EcologyProjectInternational
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Days 1-2: arrive in denver

• Settle in along the Front Range to acclimate to the elevation
• Meet your EPI instructors and discuss the projects you’ll contribute to 

while on course
• Head to the Mountain Research Station and set up your home base for 

the remainder of the program

Days 3-4: wildlife & climate change science
• Explore the complex consequences of reintroducing wolves to Colorado
• Engage in observational wildlife studies
• Conduct vegetation surveys and collect data for UC Mountain Research 

Station researchers
• Hike through meadows, forests, and wetlands  

Days 5-7: Explore High Altitude Ecosystems
• Explore alpine and tundra ecosystems with a visit to the Niwot Ridge  

or Rocky Mountain National Park 
• Conduct American pika population counts for the Colorado Pika Project
• Investigate the impacts of climate change and fire on the area 

Day 8: from peaks to valleys
• Depart the Mountain Research Station to raft one of Colorado’s  

wild rivers 
• Celebrate the work you’ve done to protect alpine ecosystems

Day 9: depart from denver

Sample itinerary

Length
Coursework 

Hours
Research & 

Service Hours
Focus

9 Days 30 20
Alpine ecology,  
climate science
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