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 HIGHLIGHTS

welcome to the costa Rican caribbean:
Imagine walking under the rainforest canopy, exploring 
the trails in search of jaguars. On this 9-day field 
course, you’ll experience it all while learning rainforest 
ecology and contributing to research on some of the 
world’s most incredible species from the canopy to the 
coast—including boisterous monkeys, stealthy jungle 
cats, and endangered sea turtles.

Your Field Work: 
Jaguars and other felines use the coastal rainforest as 
a migration corridor. You’ll set camera traps to monitor 
the behaviors of these wild cats. But the wildlife is not 
only on the ground. It’s swinging through the trees. 
You’ll collect observational data on the three species of 
primates, studying their abundance, eating habits, and 
social structure. Moving to the beach, you’ll monitor 
nests and collect data on endangered leatherback 
sea turtle hatchlings in Costa Rica’s most successful 
hatchery.

Once-in-a-lifetime experience: 
You’ll spend the week living and thinking like a field 
researcher in this uniquely remote and pristine coastal 
hideaway, where sloths, toucans, iguanas, leafcutter 
ants, dart frogs, and a host of other species will be your 
constant companions.

HIKE THROUGH A LOWLAND TROPICAL 
RAINFOREST

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE FLORA  

AND FAUNA OF COSTA RICA

STUDY JAGUARS AND MONKEYS

https://www.facebook.com/EcologyProject/
https://www.instagram.com/ecologyproject/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ecologyproject?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/c/EcologyProjectInternational
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Days 1-2: Arrive in Costa Rica
• Meet your instructor team
• Prepare for your adventure and rest up at a cozy hotel outside of  

San Jose or at the EPI campus

Days 2-6: Conservation & Research at Pacuare Reserve
• Learn about feline and primate ecology, explore rainforest and 

coastal ecosystems, and delve into conservation issues
• Assist feline experts in a project studying migration, diet, and 

population density of jaguars and other wild cats
• Contribute to a monitoring project gathering data on abundance 

and social/diet patterns of primates 
• Collect data on sea turtle hatchlings and observe as they’re 

released on the beach to begin their trek towards the ocean

Day 7: Service & Cultural Immersion Day
• Contribute to one of the Reserve’s many sustainability projects
• Travel to a second rainforest reserve and take in the sights and 

sounds of Costa Rica’s diverse flora and fauna
• Spend time with our Costa Rican staff and learn about each 

other’s cultures, practice your Spanish, or taste local cuisine

Day 8: OFF ON AN ADVENTURE
• Raft through rainforest rapids (weather dependent)
• Celebrate a successful course and head back to the Central Valley

Day 9: Depart from San Jose International Airport

Sample itinerary

Length
Research & Service 

Hours
Coursework 

Hours
Focus

9 Days 20 30

feline and primate 
ecology, coastal and 
marine ecosystems, 

conservation, 
rainforest ecology

Costa Rica
F E L I N E S & 
PRIMATES

https://www.facebook.com/EcologyProject/
https://www.instagram.com/ecologyproject/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ecologyproject?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/c/EcologyProjectInternational

